
Bremerton Temple History 

 

Architect George Willis Lawton (1864-1928) was born in 
Wisconsin on December 29, 1864.  He moved to Seattle around 
1886 and initially worked as a draftsman for the architectural 
firm of Saunders & Houghton.  By 1889, he emerged as a partner 
with Charles Saunders.  Together Saunders & Lawton designed a 
wide range of Hotels. They also designed some of the first 
structures at the Veterans Home in Retsil (1908) and the public 
Library (1914) in Sedro Woolley. Also contributed to the 
development of the Pioneer Square area including the Norton 
Building (1904); the Mottman Building (1906); the Goldsmith 
Building (1907);  and the Provident Building (1910) building.   
They adeptly used a wide range of revival styles, including 
Romanesque, Classical, Tudor and Colonial modes. 
For unknown reasons, the partnership was dissolved in 1914 and 
Lawton worked independently for another eight years. Projects 
included the Veteran's Home Hospital in Retsil (1919); Victory 
Memorial Masonic Temple in Bremerton (1919), Women's Dorm 
at WA State Veterans Home (1917) in Port Orchard; and the King 
County Juvenile Home (1915) in Seattle.   In 1922 he formed a 
new partnership with the younger Herman A. Moldenhour (1880-
1976).  Moldenhour, also from the midwest, had been an office 
boy for the Saunders & Lawton firm. 
Mr. Lawton was a member of the Arctic Club and was prominent 
in Masonic circles. (Arcane Lodge #87) 
 




